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| Tur exorbitant prices of Sugar having. been for a con- 

ſiderable time the ſubject of very general complaint, 
and the Reſolutions adopted by the Lords of the Committee 
of Council, now before Parliament, being in no reſpect 
calculated to give either the Public er the Manufacturer 
relief: the Committee of Sugar-Refiners think it incumbent 
on them to report their proceedings, and give extracts of the 
Memorials they have delivered to his Majeſty's Miniſters for 
correcting the evils of the Weſt-India Monopoly; the effects 
of which ey been the ſole caule of the exceſſive prices. 


The ier Bounty on the Exportation- of Refined: 
Sugar being one of the defects of that ſyſtem, and a propo-— 
ſition bens brought into Parliament laſt ſeſſion, giving a 
further encouragement of 5s. 4d. per Cwt. the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer was immediately appriſed of the. impropriety 
of the meaſure; and much pains were taken to trace the 
| ſources of the Drawbacks and Bounties on Sugar, and a 
ſtatement” was preſented to him, in order to give the moſt _ 
complete elucidation of the fubje&; of which the RY 
is an extract. 


Ca LC ULATIONS | 


Lis 3 


CALCULATIONS and OnstxvarIONS on the Doris and 
| DrRawBacks on SUGAR, preſented to the * Hon. | 
"WILLIAM PITT, in December 1790. 


« PRE SU MI NG it never-could be the policy or intention of 
« government, even in the infant ſtate of the Sugar Refinery, to 
ee allow the manufactured articles to draw back more than the Duty. 
paid on the raw material; it may not be improper to ſtate, in as con- 
“ ciſe a manner as poſſible, how the matter of DrawÞack ſtood from 
« the firſt. 


" $44 the 12th of CHARLES II. Brown Muſcovado Su- 
« gar paid a Duty, after dedufting diſcount on rate 4 B 6 _ ton. 


* By the gth and 10th of WII II Ax and Maxx, new 
« ſublidy, a further Duty, deduQting diſcount, * 1 8 6 


42 27 0 


-« and by the ſame at of WII IIAM and Maxx, a Drawback was al 
loved on Refined Sugar indiſcriminately* of £3 O O per ton. 


% In the mode of ſettling which Drawback, it appears plainly, that 
< the one-twentieth waſte in the calculation of produce, was allowed 
the Refiner; and Molaſſes being left without its proportion of Draw- 
« back, was deemed a ſufficient ſecurity to the revenue.— The pro- 
«portions at an early period, of the produce from one Cwt. of Raw 


« Sugar when refined, ſo prove it, viz. 


- ; * Duty paid On Raw, per .... 1 LILLIE YEE ESD : - £2 17 0 
40 2, or g Cwt. Loaves and Lupa . 
Drawb.ony *, 5, or 5 Cut. Baſtard Sugar, at 3s. 0 15 © 


In favour of Government, {0.15 © 


* The ſame Drawback was allowed on Baſtard Sugar at that period as Tint 
n 


1 N 5 c« By 


CU FF 

Zy che ad and 3d of Ax xx, a further ſubſidy was granted, 6 

*. one-third of that granted to WILLIAM and Maxx; and by the ſame 

« at a further Drawback of 1s. per Cwt. was allowed on Refined: Su- 
gar, making one-third of that allowed on * as RT OI; 

ks Inſtead of the proportion one-fixth. . j.31 1 


Dvuzy.: DRAWBACK. 

Li 8 6 old Subſidy, | | gCut. at 4s. (1 16 © 
1 8 6 new atto.. ' > 5 FORE 1 0 0 
o-9 6 REG ditto. 8 

— | - Ls 46 0 
3-656 per Ton. | — 
2 16 © Drawback. | 


Lo 10 ö in favour of Government. 


* 5 this form the Duties and Drawbacks good from the year 1703 
« to 1733, the 6th of GEO. II. wherein a Sexzciovs Acœr was paſſed, 
granting to his Majeſty certain Duties on Rum, Spirits, Sugar, &c. 
* brought from any colonies or plantations in America, not in poſſeſ- 
„ ſion of his Majeſty, zo boſe colonies or plantations in America, that 
« were or hereafter might be in poſſeſſion of his Majeſty. And after 
« reciting the clauſe for Raw Sugar drawing back on Export, the 
« whole of the Duty paid on Importation into Great-Britain (to annul 
« which not any Af had paſſed) a further Drawback of 2s. per Cwt. 
% was allowed on Refined Sugar exported from this country, though the 
« Duty laid was only on ſuch Sugars as were imported into the colonies! 
„ and however paradoxical it may appear, this addition of. Drawback . 
« yas the beginning of EVIL to the Revenue, the PuBLic, and 


40 the REFINERY, viz. | 
£ - DRAWBACK. - * 


9 Cut. at 68. {2 14 Die ttt 
5 Cwt. at 6s. 1 10 © 


#£ 5 $2.4 3 | N 1 | N Rs ” by * 
; | 1 
Dedu®t Duty as before „ 3 6 6 per Ton- 


Which inſtead of 108. 6d. in favour, made o 17 6 againſt the Revenue. 
B « With 


LT. 7 


With this advantage, the Weſt-India Planters and Merchants 


© < flouriſhed, although in the year 1733-4 the average price of Raw 
« Sugars was 13s. 6d. per Cwt. for fourteen years elapſed before any 


« further Drawback was allowed, and then, in conſequence of a fur- 
ther ſubſidy, without diſcount, granted in the 21ſt of GEO. II. viz. 


Dur. DrawBACK. 
Old Sub lay e 1 8 6 9 Cut. at gs. (4 1 
New Subſid y 3 5 Owt, at gs. 2 5 © 
One-third Subſidy o 9 6 N — — 
Subfidy 1747. 1 10 © | 6 6 0 
Dedu@ Duty 4 16 6 
Per Ton... £4 16 6 — 


Per Ton again, Revenue 19 6 


—y TI 5 — as 
* . 


« By this may be ſcen the multiplication of the Evil, and its pro- 
* greſſion on a further Duty being granted; for in the year 1759, 
gad of Geo. II. a further bee and Drawback took n = 


* thoſe on! 1747, viz. . * 


Dory. EET DRAWBACK. 
Old Subſidy y 71 310” 9 Cyt. at 128. C8 8 © 
New Subſid /). 1 8 6 35 Ct. at 128. 3 © Q- 
One: third 'Subfidy 0 9 6 eee Ton © 
Subſidy 1747. 1 100 ntopopar Sod we Ao 
Subſidy 1759 1 10 © Dedudt Duty. 6 6 6 
Per Ton -=- £66 6 Per Ton againfRevenue 2 1 6 


„ In the gih of his preſent Majeſty, an alteration and a ſmall re- 
* duktion of che Drawback took place, by n Baſtard Sugar of 
ie 


"EY : 
its fair proportion, and. increaſing that on Loayes and Lumps; Go- 
« vernment, nevertheleſs, ad 155 158. 8d. per * more than * | 
« Duty * TI for N = ET 1 


DRAWBACK. 


9 Cut, at 14s. 6d. £6 10 6 | i 
5 Ct. at 6s. 4d....1 11 8 1 


Dedut Duty 6 6 6 per Ton as before. 


Againſt Revenue 1 15 8 . fl 


„And when the additional Duties took place, in the a 
« of Lord · North, the queſtion of Drawback was ated by the rule of 
1 _ with a oy trifling alteration, viz. 


9 Cut. at 268. Kg ot 14 0 | 
e ee 2 18 4 


"12 XS < | [ 
Deduf Duty 18 5 & per Ton. : [} 


r 


4 2 6 8 againſt the Reve- 
1. nue, befides the N quantity of Loaves and Lumps made, 
9 J20õã A WATT pro- 
.- © duce®, 9 i 


. 
n 
1 4 


The Committee in the various interviews they had with the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, repreſented the ruinous conſe- 
a N of the preſent ſyſtem of the Sugar Trade, both with 


[I Since that period, the proportions of Loi wal Lump Sugar from a given 2 of A 
Raw, has been much increaſed by improvements in the manufactory, which operates a: 
àn inereaſe of Bounty, 

6 reſpect 


LEY 
reſpect to the Public and the Manufacturer; and in December 
laſt they drew up and preſented a Memorial on Ah row Nr iro 

of which the — is an extract. 


& To the Right Hon. | Witt Pirr, &c. Kc. 


1 The Mexora of the CommTrEE appointed by * 
| [28  Sucar-Rerinens of London ; 


+ Si warn, | 
* THAT hich! ſome of your Memorialiſts had the! Wr of at- 
| wo tending you laſt ſeſſion of parliament, on ſeveral points relative to 
| the Sugar Trade, it was luggeſted that a thorough inveſtigation of 
„ the whole of that branch of our commerce would be an obje& 
« highly deſerving the attention of the legiſſature. They had then 
ſome intention of bringing forward ſuch information as they con- 
ceived would throw light on the ſubject; but as the ſeſſion was far 
advanced, they coneluded it might be adviſable to poſtpone the 
matter until his Majeſty's miniſters were more at leiſure to give it 
full conſideration. They have regretted the delay, from a convie- 
tion that the operation of the laws, which have eſtabliſhed a com- 
plete monopoly of the Sugar Trade, is a growing evil to this 
country, inaſmuch as it is oppreſſive to the poor, cramps the ſpirit 
of induftry and navigation, narrows the reyenue, and is contrary to 
every other principle of commerce ; and, as it is extremely oppreſ- 
five to your Memorialiſts, who have been ſuffering for years by 
the decay of their once flouriſhing manufaQory, they beg leave 
wich the utmoſt deference to lay their thoughts on the ſubje before 
| * you, with their earneſt requeſt, that you will take the matter into 
. « ſerious conſideration, and give ſuch relief as its OR will be 
* found to require. | 2 


2 


I 


"bs 7 


e On the other hand, when foreign countries are in want 0 Sugars, 


222 2 


at - 
F b 5 . % 
3 W 


« It may be ſuperfluous to obſerve, that this country is confined 
wholly to the Britiſh Weſt-India Iſlands for the ſupply of Sugar; 
the high duties on the importation of that article from foreign plan- 
tations operating as a prevention of their uſe: indeed, ſuch” is the 
interpretation of the laws with refpe& to France, from whence 
the greateſt ſupply could be had, that Sugars from thence are to- 


oo prohibited *. 


our market is always open to them, either for Raw or Refined ; 


on the former of which the whole Duty 1s drawn back, leaving no- 
thing to the ſtate; and on the latter a Drawback is allowed, ſo 


improperly proportioned, as will ever · operate againſt the Public, 


the Revenue, and the Manufacturer. 


*The principal part of the Importation of Sugar takes place 
in the courſe of about four months; at the expiration of which 
time, the planters and merchants, by taking an account of the 


quantity arrived, and by forming calculations of what more may 
be expected, can aſcertain with = _ the total quantity for 


the ſapply of the year. 
« Experience leads them to a Wen of what will be required 


for home conſumption, and information from foreign countries 
enables them to make an eſtimate of the probable demand from 


thence; all theſe premiſes being eſtabliſned, they can raiſe the prices 
of the article, and feed the market without fear of competition, 
well knowing that the country has no means of relief; and that the 


increaſe of the home conſumption, and of the foreign demand, is 


greater by many thouſand hogſheads per annum, than the increaſe 


of their ſupply. 


Some Muſcovado Sugars were wendy from France, before the news of an inſur- 
rection in St. Domingo; but the Merchant not being ſuffered to enter them at the Cuſtom- 
Houſe for home conſumption, even at the Duty on Foreign — he was obliged to 


n N. * 


8 5 | 15 It 2 


9141 


It may be obſerved, chat in the year l Raw Sugar was 
« fold for 1gs, 6d. per Cwt. out of which it paid a Duty of gs. 4d. 
per Cwt. And in the year 1748—g, after the additional Duty of 
* 18. 6d. in 1747, the average price was 24s. 4d. It appears alſo, 
« that for every ſubſequent advance of Duty the additional Drawback 
e has operated witch undue advantage to the planter. However, 
« your Memorialiſts will not recur to ſuch remote circumſtances, to 
« ſhew that the country is oppreſſed by the operation of the Sugar 
laws, as it will be apparent by the following ſtatement, viz. 


„A comparative View of the Import and Export of Sugar, 
* on an Average of Seven Years preceding the American 
War, and Seven Years ſubſequent to the Peace, with the 

Duties and Prices paid 1 in the ſame Periods. 


Cwt. Qr. Ib. : 


Average annual import of 
Raw, from 1784 to 1790 1,823,096 _ 


Ditto from 1770 to 1776 . -19752,856 2 6 
70,240 0 3 annual increaſe of import. 


0 Average annual ex of N 
_ Raw, from 1784 33 116,465 2 7 


1 Dites from #770 to 1776.. hs 16-t 2 8 


92, 298 1 19 annual docreats 3 in export, attri- 
— buted to the ports of Ireland 
being open for 8 0 from the 

colonies direct. ; 


* 1 annual export of 
nne * 


Ditto from 1770 to 1776 .. 44.881 1 11 


— 


69,351 © 11 annual increaſe in export of 


w Average 


6 4 3 


« Average annual internal] Cwt. Qr. Ib. 
conſumption, from 1784 1,598,398 3 26 
to 17900 


« Ditto, from 1770 to 1776. - 1499-211 , 2 19 
99,187 1 11 annual increaſs of internal con 


- ſumption. 

The Duty, payable 1784 | 3 

to 1790, was 128. 4d. per 4 4. d. 

Cwt. which taken only on 1, 80,928 4 2 

the average quantity im- | 

ported 1770 and 1776, is 
« TheDut _ , payable i in 1770 

and 1776, was 6s. gd. 43, 

which on the average quan- > 554,340 17 8 

tities imported in thoſe | — 

ears u.... ..... 526,587 6 6 6 annua increaſe of Dany. 


« The average price from 

1784 to 1790 was 50s. | 

which only, on the quan- g 3 
tities imported in 1770 f 382,141 7 
and 1776, produced to the | 
planters. . . ..- h 


« The average price from 
1770 and 1776 was g6s. | 
which on the 3 2 16 O 


imported in thoſe years, | hg 
produced to the planters. . ] 1,226,999 11 8 annual increaſe of price. 


« Dedu& increaſe of Duty, | 
0 9 N 526,587 6 6 


Net increaſe _ per Ann. 
to the planters for the laſt e 2 5 2 
ſeven years | 


« As your Memorialiſts have uſed their endeavours to be accurate | 
in the foregoing account, they hope it will be found free of error. 


« So great an advance as 148. per Cwt. on the average-price of 
« the laſt ſeven years, appears very ſtriking, as well as the aggregate 


« ſum 


4 


cc 


- cc 


cc 


"Ca 


ſum of T7 700,000 per annum that the net increaſe amounts to ; but 
it would be more fo if the account included the average price 
that prevails now, which is 81s. and 82s. and even before the late 


bad news from St. Domingo, was 715. and 72.* 


« Your ori hve FTIR information of the prices of 
Sugar abroad, and often oblerve with regret the prices far leſs ' 
than ours; and even ſo late as October laſt, it appeared by ſam- 
ples received from Bourdeaux, that ſuch Sugars as were ſelling there 
at 378. could not Hs bought here under 728, 


« Perhaps it may be ſaid, that the high price of. Sugar i is WE” SOON 
to bad crops; but the foregoing accounts of the importation taken 
from the Cuſtom-Houſe * ny proves the invalidity of 


that argument. 


« Tt may alſo be urged, that ſome of the iſlands have ſuffered 
by - hurricanes, and therefore the prices ſhould be advanced, in 
order to compenſate for the damages. Your Memorialiſts preſume, 
ſuch reaſoning cannot be admitted; for it is well known that loſſes 
ſo ſuſtained, are only in certain diftrias, injuring in a partial de- 
gree ſuch eſtates as lie in their direction. It muſt be readily. ad- 
mitted, that the planters who ſuffer are much entitled to commiſera- 
tion, however paſt experience may prepare them to meet ſuch 
diſaſters ; but ſurely there can be no juſt grounds for thoſe in the 
various iſlands, who have not been viſited by ſuch calamities, to ſet - 


The average price of Sugars for the year 1791 may fairly be ſtated at 77s. per Cwt. 
but taking the average at 756. only, and allowing for the additional duty of 2s. 8d. per 
. the * of price to the Planters for the year amounts to 2.657.768. 


+ Lad ater 9s the dave of this Memorial, the Refiners of London could 


| have purchaſed Muſcovada Sugar in the ports of France, and after paying the expences 
of tranſit and the foreign duty of 27s. ad. could have refined and rendered them cheaper 

to the Public than from the Sugars of the Britiſh Colonies, —Such are the effects of the 
MonoroLy and Boux r in conjunction. 


« wp 


1 13 ] 
up their neighbours misfortunes as a bes for raiſin the . of 
© their Sugars. | 


* 


5 Although your Memorialiſts, in ſeeking relief for the Public 5 | 


« themſelves, are thus obliged to ſtate the variety of circumſtances as 
they aQually appear; they do not impute blame to the Weſt-India 


_« Planters und Merchants, for making the moſt of thoſe advantages 


« which they derive from the preſent monopoly. It is natural for 


„individuals to look to their own immediate intereſts ; but it is the 


«* peculiar province of the Legiſlature to watch over chat of the 
« Public. | 


« Your Memorialiſts and their ediſtiviients have very large and 
« extenſive works for the Refining of Sugar, which is now brought to 


greater perfection than in any other country; but by the operation 
« of the Sugar laws this valuable manufactory, which is ſo eagerly 
« coveted and cheriſhed by the other nations of Europe, is here 
« falling to decay, many of the works being quite diſmantled and 
« pulled down, others ſtanding empty, and even thoſe that remain are 
« unworked one-third of the year, loaded with an expenſe nearly 
« equal to that of full 2 


- 


« It is far from the intentions of your Memorialiſts, to diſcourage 


* the Britiſh Sugar Plantations; on the contrary they would wiſh 
« that their produce might have every reaſonable preference in point 
« of duty, to that of other nations. But to exclude this country to- 


OY tally from extending 1 its intereſts in this great article of the trade of 
% Europe, when it is evidently capable of ſuch extention, appears to 


« your Memorialiſts wholly incompatible with commercial policy, 
« being, as they have before ſtated, a cramp to the Induſtry and 
1. Navigation of the kingdom, as well as to the Revenue, to which 
the importation of Foreign Sugars on moderte Duties would ſo 


ce amply contribute. And as the importation of other erude articles, 
D «. ſuch 


1 1 s 
A 
P 1 E 
2 — 
5 2 


. 1. 


— fork as cotton, hemp, flax, 3 iron, &c. is. encouraged, your 77 
« Memorialiſts conceive that it is contrary to every other principle of ö 
„ commerce to exclude that of Raw Sugar 


« « Your Memorialiſts. are 8 that if, 5 Sugar Trade % was 
1 put under proper regulations, this kingdom might in a ſhort time 
« become the EMeoxium of Sugar, and the ſource of 4 | | 

« greater part of the north of. Europe. Nor do your Memorialiſts 
* think that the Britiſh Weſt-India Planters have any thing to fear 
« from ,an alteration in the. preſent narrow ſyſtem;, for, if their 

produce had a preference in the Duties of 2s. or gs. per Cwt. on 
„ the Muſcovado, and 6s. or 78. per Cwt.* on the Clayed Sugar, 
« beſides. the extra charges, ſuch as commiſſion, freight, inſurance, 
% &c. on Foreign Sugars, which by the beſt information will amount 
to about 4s. 6d. per Cwt. more, it is e that they would not 
* have any juſt reaſon to . | | 


« The intereſt & the revenue in this queſtion appears perfectly 
« clear; for as it is not in the contemplation of your Memorialiſts to 
« requeſt any additional Drawback on the exportation of ſuch Foreign 
« Sugar when refined, the additional duty received on Foreign —_— 
1 poi be a net | top of many thouſands per ann. 


ng Gas een to Parliament by the Refiners in the year 1781, for the uſe of 
Prize Sugars on plantation duties, one great objection by the Planters was, the quantity 
of Clayed Sugars produced from the French Iſlands, having in Refinement a ſuperiority 
over the Muſcovado Sugar. The Clayed Sugars of the Britiſh Iſlands not having paid 
more Duty than the Muſcavado, although the Book of Rates clearly ſhews they ought, 
the Refiners were not led to make any ſuch diſtinction; but as there undoubtedly is from 
108. to 30s. # Cwt. difference between the value of the Clayed and Muſcovado Sugar, 
they have now in the prayer of their Memorial, marked that ſuperiority, and are at a loſs 
to account, why a larger Duty to the State, as intended by the ſeveral acts, has not been. 
charged on the Import of Sugars Clayed in the Britiſh Iſlands, being partly refined, 
enhanced conſiderably in value, reduced materially 1 in quantity, mo the navigation of the 


W 


« When 


* ? Y N i & 
* — on . * 
8 * 


« Refined Sugar was avowedly for that purpoſe ; yet if that now al- 
7 againſt the Revenue, the Public, and the Manufactory; further ex- 


* Memorialiſts, are much injured by a want of proper regulation in 
„ the Sugar Laws, and their manufactories are marked by the pecu: 
* liar misfortune of falling to decay at a time when every other branch 
« of trade is riſing in opulence and extent; your Memorialiſts are 
* « fully perſuaded that his Majeſty's miniſters will not remain longer 
« unmindful of this important concern, whether conſidered in reſpe& 


« to the coaſting and internal trade of the kingdom, the extenſion of 
* hea en or the public W 


« gars be admitted in Britiſh bottoms, at a Duty of 2s. or 

« 3s. per Cwt. on the Muſcovado, and 6s. or 75. per Cut. 

on the Clayed, over and above what is paid on Britiſh 

« Plantation Sugar. That Sugar from the Eaſt-Indies, or 

any part of his Majeſty's dominions, be imported at the 

« ſame Duties, and with the ſame privileges as thoſe pro- 
« duced in the Britiſh Weſt-India iſlands. _ 


| 0 be reduced from 26s. per Cwt. to 22s. per Cwt, and 
„that the Drawback of 15s. per Cwt. now allowed on 


« the uſual n for alteration in che ae Duties. 


1 « That 


When the Legillature laſt - year were about to grant an additional 
Bak. ; Drawback of 58. 4d. per Cwt. on the exportation of Refined Sugar, | 
it was clearly demonſtrated by ſome of your Memorialiſts, that it - 
+ © would prove an injury to the manufactory inſtead of an encourage: 
ment, and that although the original intention of the Drawback on 
% lowed be continued on its preſent principles, it will ever operate 


« perience has proved the fact. And as the Public, as well as your. | 


to themſelves, the employment of ſhipping, to foreign commerce, 


Four Memorialiſts 40 hatin pray, that « Forbes Su- 


„That the Drawback on the exportation of Loaf Sugar 


« Baſtard. Sugar exported, be increaſed to 18s. per Cwt. at | 


yy 


- 4 
* 
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% That the words in the oath on exportation, from his 
« Majeſty's plantations in America, be altered to, gre | 
ere 5 00 


| (Signed) | 
e JAMES BELL, 
I ABRAHAM. BRACEBRIDGE. 
2's THOMAS -GIBSON,. ... 
E WALKER. 5 1 
«« PHOENIX FIRE-OFFICE, © JOHN CRAVEN, _ . | 
TIES, Bye 30557 Fol * THOMAS. HODGSON.” 5 


* 4 
* 
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After the delivery of this Memorial, the Weſt- India Planters 
and Merchants held frequent meetings; —inſinuations were cir- 
culated with induſtry ;—paragraphs appeared in the daily prints, 
upon what authority the Committee do not pretend to ſay, 


which led the Public and themſelves. to ſuppoſe; that at laſt 


the Planters and Merchants ſaw the injuſtice of their exacti- 
ons, and that as the interference of the Legiſſature might be 
dreaded; as well as the loſs in the conſumption of Sugar, they 


were deviſing ſome agreement to reduce the prices. The 
Committee acknowledge they had little reliance on the ſincerity 
of their profeſſions ; ; however, they waited with patience to 
ſee the event. At laſt, in the month of March there came 
out a long detail in defence. of the Monopoly, entitled Rea- 
* ſons, general and particular. on the ſubject of certain inno- 

vations projected in the long-eſtabliſhed, laws of Great- 
Britain reſpedting Sugars,” This they delivered to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and afierwards publiſhed 1 in the 


daily papers. The Committee will not make any comment 
1 8 a 


| L 27 J 


on the weakneſs of che arguments in cha publiaion, a they | 
|  rnuſt be ſufficiently obvious to every reader. en ee 


About the ſame time, a ſketch of a plan for + tpi the 
prices of Refined Sugar, without any reference to thoſe of 
Raw Sugar, was communicated by the Planters and Merchants 
to the Refiners, the object of which was evidently calculated 
to embarraſs the Manufacturers, and delude the Public into a 
belief that it would reduce the prices. The Committee upon 
this, thought it their duty to- draw up and preſent another 

Memonal to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, n 
following is an —— 


* To the Right Hon. WILLIAM Prrr, &. Kr. 


« The Mzmortar of the Com TEE appointed 255 the 
er SUGar-ReFinERs of London; 2 


70 8 


THAT your Memorialiſts have at various times ſince the year 
« 1790, humbly repreſented to you the evils and miſchiefs this 
« country and its revenue would ſuffer, by a continuance of the 
2 preſent ſyſtem on which the Sugar Trade is carried on. That when 
it was propoſed laſt ſeſſion of parliament to grant an additional 
« Drawback of 58. 4d. per Cwt. on Refined Sugar - exported, they 
immediately apprized you of the danger, and ſhewed that it would 
« be ſo much loſt to the Revenue, a diſcouragement to the Manufac- * 
« turer, and a means of raiſing the price to the Home-Conſumer; - 
* the Drawback being already more than the article is entitled to : 
4 the meaſure was accordingly dropt ; and experience has now wy 
" out the repreſentation of your Memorialiſts was right. 


E | That 


"Ew 1 


* Tees in bel Memorial which they had the * | 
you in December 1791, they ſtated pretty much at large the op- 
preſſive tendency of the Weſt-India monopoly of Sugar, and the 
% powers which the monopoliſts had over the Public, to exact the 
« moſt. exorbitant paces for that neceſſary amici. 435 0 1 s VR 


_— The fact is now illulrated by experience, for although the prices 4 
* of Sugar were raiſed beyond all precedent 'in times of peace, pre- | 
« Yious to the inſurrettion in St. Domingo; no ſooner was that event 
* known and confirmed, than it was immediately turned to their ad- 
* Vantage, and the diſaſters of their neighbours became a ſource of 
« profit: whereas, if ſimilar calamities were to befall any of our 
( colonies, the monopoly would be ſet up as a bar againſt pur ee 
« any ſupply of Sugar of foreign growth. 


The monopoliſts have now nearly ſold off their old crop, in order 
« to prepare for the new; your Memorialiſts have been compelled to 

«< comply with their terms for the . ſupply of their manufaQtories, 
« which when once ſet to work muſt go on for ſeveral months ® before 
they can be ſtopped, and they now have the "reſidue of the produce 
« under proceſs of manufacture on their floors, at prices which ſome 
« of your Memorialiſts ſhudder to think of. Thus are your Memo- 
8 rialiſts and their conſtituents forced to ſtand in the face of the 


e to n to them an e . enormous roars of which 
8 f „ | 


| c ˙⁰˙· w-, . tree eter 
ee ever urges him to work his manufactory, if only with a proſpeRt of gaining 
even a part of thoſe expences, trufting frequently to chance for a profit : for the Planters 
and Merchants from a knowledge of the increaſed internal conſumption, the evident ad- 
, pens oi one feed 

OT TEA RIAL paigpies Gay ink prope) | 


w The lower order of people have unjuſtly imagined the Refiners were the cauſe of the 
high prices; for at ſome fires which lately happened at Sugar-Houſes, they exclaimed with. 
horrid imprecations againſt the firemen and others, for giving any afliſtance in ſaving the | 
property. Ft = 8 & $7 Sao A + FH " "208. TEK FEET IF TEES A 43 3+; FEE; 


are 
on 3 — 


— 2 

* * 4 
4 19 ; 4 
52 


„ are reprobated. and 'exccrated A voce except the Weft India 
* intereſt.” 


« Your Memorialifts were in une * as 5 baneful eds of 
« this monopoly is now the ſubje& of ſuch general complaint, and its 
E jnjuſtice'ſo obvious, the Planters and Merchants would have ac- 

* quieſced in ſuæh equitable meaſures as might be deviſed to give the 
country relief. But on their ſending yeſterday to invite a deputation 
of your Memorialiſts to attend a conference with their Committee, 
they were much diſappointed to find them only projecting ſchemes 
1 for partial and temporary remedies, to an evil that will not cure, 
& without the e as what they deem an innovalion of their 
N re 15 
A 115 XN k 

1 It f is far * Pin en of your W to do any in- 

« juſtice to the Weſt- India Planters and Merchants; on the contrary, 
« their conſtant language has been to give them every reaſonable pre- 
_ * ference and encouragement: they therefore hope that no blame will 
be iĩmputed to your Memorialiſts for endeavouring to free themſelves 

and the Public from the fetters of a monopoly, the claim to which 
40 « ghey: conceive is vot ſounded on any lays or Tight whatever. Sg 


ATT 5s 4 


us; FUE PUBL are now 4a out, oat to ſhew that there 
| vin be a great increaſe in the enſuing year's crops, and calculations 
of increaſed crops i in foreign colonĩes are even attempted: but the 
A {lighteſt inquiry and experience will prove, that as they cannot be 
founded on any data at this ſeaſon, ane * the mee f 
=” imagination, and cannot he depended on 4 125 


8 Various ſchemes have been mentioned for modifying the preſent 
ſyſtem of the Sugar Trade, but they all appear extremely defeftive 
. you Fe mes, er n have: not nen * en i 
* The * Reaſora, general and particular,” of the wen ha Flares and Merchants, 
nnen „ | 


fith Oy * 


| induce. 


a induce them to alter the 7 ONTO Memoria of Decomber | 
 * « laſt; to which, with the utmoſt deference and ien to your | 
2. n Judgment, * * your attention. | 


1 V The conſtitutional bur of 15 3 remains in \ fulpents, 

_ © their eyes are now turned to the deciſion of this great queſtion for 
the improvement and extenſion of our navigation n 

& and your Memorialiſts have the utmoſt reliance that nothing will 
deter you from adviſing the Legiſlature to extricate the country 
* from this monopoly, which is ſo deſtrutive to its true intereſts; 
*; * opulent and 5 the . may be who m 


([ 8igned) | 
" [AMES BELL, : 
« ABRAHAM BRACEBRIDGE. 
. « HN CRAVEN, 
ud PHENIX FIRE-OFFICE, THOMAS HODGSON. 
ISS * March 10, 1798. | * ROBERT WALKER. * 


After the delivery of the ben Memorial, n e 
had a long conference with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and alſo E by appointment on the 23d, at which Mr. 
DunpDas was preſent ; and from what paſſed at thoſe interviews, 
and the great attention that was always paid to their repreſen. | 
tations, the Committee were led to believe that ſome ual 
meaſures would be adopted, to give the neceſſary relief; but 
on the 28th of March, the Chairman af che Committee ed 
the following note from the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


Mi. P17 preſents his compliments to Mr. Bz L, and defires to 
et acquaint him that he will receive a note from Lord HawxzsBury, 

« requeſting the favour of ſeeing him and the Committee of Sugar- 

« Refiners, on Friday 10 aan o'clock, at the Board of Trade. 


«© Downine Sruvxer, 
% Wedneſday, March 28, 1792.” 


þ 
- 
5 


TS Fl 


* ates pana of, a., he, Gh 
| the follbwing letter. 


4 Orages * en &« 3 N.CIL 1 for Tamas, 
. 3 e March 28, 1798. 5 | 
« 9. 1 R. 


I am direfted by the. Lovls of the 8 of Council "vg 
Trade and Foreign Plantations, to deſire that you and the Com- 
< mittee; of Sugar-Refiners, will, be, pleaſed to attend a meeting of 
their Lordſhips, e to be * at this HS on Friday 25 
waste, bedr 


. * 
© % * 


Fr & 2 f . > 
«Iam, #1 . ts : 
| 5 2 | 
E937 * $EMT! inn 2 „ ieee o de 
85 8.1 "A 2 | 4 
* Your molt obedient humble Servant, 
VVV PAW K EN AA 
Cee, 0:9 ob His f 10% , SATA» 


„ a Ws F 
The Cid aa: — atended 1 the Lords of a — 
on che goth of ch. | 8 . 
and bs PRESENT. te def uo 
F 78 Crnancerror, F | 
Loxd HAWKESBURY, Preſident, 
r 


34 "© bb 8... 4 - : 3 X I ; 
„ DoxpAs, 3 | N 
woes ts Mr. RyDeR. Sf OJU SH TTOCRATE. E207 PRONE 2371 
: * | es — 
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" And here the Committee woiild: 1 gladly FEI a ARS ber 


d which has left very unfavourable. reli ve 
"Mp their 


Ig and attention. 


. C — 7 = 


their minds, but in juſtiee to theiulelves aud their — | 
they feel a other. to relate, though reluctantly, that their 
reception was not ſuch as a Commercial Body had a right to 
expect, and very different from the interviews they had been 
accuſtomed to have with the Chandkllor of the Exchequer, 
who at all times had honored _—_ woo: ws utmoſt r 


$$$ 
30 


Conceiving that the Ad of Sey bunte were E nel 7 


> Mo impartially inveſtigating all matters relative to trade and . 


commerce, the Committee attended with full expectation of 
having a candid inquiry into the ſubject of their complaints; 
but inſtead of thoſe points being diſcuſſed, to which their 
Memorials and Repreſentations had gone, and which from 
the manner of the Committee's introduction to the Board, it 
was reaſonable to conclude they were in poſſeſſion of; —inſtead 
of being examined as to the authenticity of the information 
- they had brought forward, and the proofs of the accuracy of 
their ſtatements ;—inſtead of being called to explain any part 
of their reaſoning, or being conſulted as to their intereſts in 
the ſubje& under conſideration; - they were queſtioned on 
matters trivial and irrelevant; ſome of which it was not in 
their power immediately to anſwer, and ſeemed formed to 
ſuit a pre-determined plan; the propoſitions of which were at 
laſt communicated. Aſtoniſhed at their contents, the Com- 
' mittee expreſſed their entire diſapprobation of meaſures ſo fu- 
tile and inapplicable as to the public relief, and ſo arbitrary 
and ruinous to the manufattory ; ſhewing, in a variety of argu- 
ments, the oppreſſive conſequences that would enſue. After 
obtaining a promiſe that the queſtions their Lordſhips wiſhed 
Aa > reply to, ge be Rated in n, and a copy of the 
| propoſitions 


1 ſent alſo, * were deſired 105 attend again on 


_ the Monday following, and then retired, 


In the evening the Committee received the! following letter 
and its contents. | 


bd : 
&« * Orrics of 8 of Pal vv Council for TxaDs, 


2M  WHITEHALL, March Bb. 1792. 


(„ 


48 IR. pre” 
2 herewith encloſe you a paper containing the Propoſitions Rated 
to you and the Committee of Sugar-Refiners this morning, when 
b * you attended the Committee of Trade, and likewiſe the . | 
: put to you by their Lordſhips. > OD) | 


* 1 am, 
«SIR, : 
8 Vour moſt obedient bumble Servant, 


WS : 5 * W. AWE EVER. 
* Janzs BzTI, Eſq. 


The Propoſitions of the Privy Council for Trade. 
3 THE exportation of Sugar, the produce of the Britiſh planta- 
* tions, in its raw or refined ſtate, to ceaſe, except to Ireland and 
other Britiſh dominions, whenever the price of Muſcovado Sugar 
4 ſhall exceed 65s. the Cwt. including the . OW or . By | 


a Cyt. excluſive of the ele; ys: 


2 « This prohibition to continue for a limited time, that is to fay, 
* for the term of three or four months, as may be TOs moſt 
„ adviſable, | x | 


« The 


* 


Cf. 1 


7% de mite io be regulated, by. the,price, of. Muſcoyade: Sagar, * 
London only, to be taken in the following, manger The. Sworn; . 


« Sugar-Brokers to give in weekly upon oath, to the Clerk of the 


« Grocers, Company, ap account of the quantities, of Sugar ſold by | 
« each of them during the preceding week, with the prices for which 
each quantity ſold, and the average of each week to be formed 
upon compound ratio of the quantities and prices ſo given in; a | 
general average to be ſtruck by the ſaid Clerk of the laſt ſix weeks 


« of the before mentioned averages, in the ſame manner as wah re- 
5 fer to Corn. | - | 


« Thig, general ayeragg,to regulate- the exppttation,of Sugar during 
*,the,enſping period. of theres or four months; er Ne denne. 
« js likewiſe to be ſtruck at the end of every ſuch future period f or. 
3 3 the exportation in the following period. 


« The weekly * price to be publiſhed in the Laos | | 
" Gazeuic, 


8 No ones to + R 3 for Ale n the direct tranſportation of 
gugar from the Britiſh plantations to foreign countries in Eur 
* according to the preſent laws, during the time that Sugar, the pro- 


« duce of the —_ d is prohibited to =o r apart from 
«<, Great-Britain. | It 4 


4. Sugar and: Coffee, the produce of any country out of 7 to 
he allowed, on its importation: into Great- Britain in Britiſh ſhips, 
c t be  warehouſed* without payment- of Duty, in like manner as 
Tobacco and Corn; but at the-expence of the importer, and to be 
« re-exported without payment of Duty, in like manner as the articles 
« before mentioned; if taken out for Home- Co nſumption, to be ſub- 
« jekt to the preſent Duties. Proper regulations to be made for 

preventing frauds; that is, ſuch as are in force with reſpett to 
15 * as far as they are applicable to Sugar and Coffee. 


8 Sugar 


L 5 ö 

„ Sugar - and Ooftes to be included: among the- enumerated articles 
. which a to be imported into the port of Naſſau, in the - 
« iſland 1 0 New Providence (one of * * n in Pe 
hip, 8 een 7 | 48 

9 
« All Sugar Pr Coffee Set into Gn or any of 
* the Britſh dominions from the ſaid port of Naſſau, to he conſi- 
| ha dered as. Sugar and Coffee, the produce of foreign countries, and 
« to be ſubje@ to the ſame Duties and Regulations as Sugar. and 
« Coffee, the produce of foreign countries are * . 


orca by, the bau Coen. tas! Trans. 


TILT 


At as Counen-Cnanaen, Whitchal, 


March go, 1792. 3 


PORT I'S” 222 a 2 IE . nn e 4 5--y 8 is 


By the Right Hon. the Loxps' of the Coutctrain of 
* ee ee for all Matters e to Txaps 


- and Forrien PLANTATIONS: nen n 
0711 : DISTONT Mind“, zin (3 EE SPOTTED 215 $4 3343 O07 
> 1210 but c PRESENT.” nl J 
s 41 1 gt or alt 1131 170 FF 

25 Loxp LE raj 25 
; Lord HawKkEsSBURY, Preſident, 
Mr. Pirr, 
Mr. DunDpas, 


Mr. RyDtR. 


G 


1 3 


Tb Committee af das Sugne-Rofinern of Laden, ee; 
af the following. gentlemen, Meſſm. James Bell, Tnuoxas 
{pwvs0N, AAAH A&M BRAND, JEREMIAH GLoOvEeR, 
Jonx Craven, and Thomas Hopcson, attending, their 
ERP _ to * he 0 Queſtions. 


10 


| run « Suppoting the price of Muſcovado Sugar, 1 upop an 
A average of the different ſorts in the market, 65s. the Cyr. at What 
. priee ought the feveral articles of Lump, Loaves, Baſtard, and | 
« Molaſſes, to ſell, gy for all charges, and a profit of 10 per 
r | 


Second. Suppoſing it to PE the 7 of Government, to 
© propoſe. to the Legiſlature, a certain price at which the Export of 
« Sugar, or the Drawback or Bounty upon it ſhould ceaſe ; is it-in 

« your opinion more adviſable, that ſuch price ſhould be regulated 


by the A of Sugar 
_. © in Lumps?“ 


© 


. * 3 * 
— 4 * 
8 * 5 
* „% 
% — 


ae re xefloion on the r n W 
denidy fraught with miſchief, and baving recently experienced 
the little attention paid to arguments verbally enforced ; the 
Committee thought it adviſable to draw up and preſent a 
Memorial to their Lordſhips, of which the l is an 

extract. 


W 


LY, 
Tv the Right Hom!"the Lots of the Ebittyricn 


Oe Council, appointed for all Matters nen to 
| Ta lb and FOREIGN e 


4 1 
1 " # # 
111 4 % # * 


. r 
? 1 4 E 


« The, . of, the Cooks „ Fi the 
ane of London ; 


$4 1 16 arr 
3figs any in fiehaleqaagch of f the conference dich your Memo- 
4 rialiſts had with your Lordſhips on the goth of March, and the 
communication of the propoſitions intended to be recommended to 
t the Legiſlature, on the Sugar Trade, as well as the queſtions pro- 

© poſed to your Memorialiſts, they are induced to lay their ſenti- 
ments before your Lordſhips, on the ſame principles they have 
” hitherto been attuated by on that ſubje&; upon which principles 

and their conduct they will make no other comment, than barely to 
recapitulate to your Lordſhips their proceedings W in chis 

« matter. 


0 long ago as December 1790, and at «lect Ges N that 
* period, your Memorialiſts have repreſented to his Majeſty's miniſters 
« the bad effeQs of the preſent ſyſtem on which the Weſt-India Trade 
* of this country is carried on; and that the high prices of the article 
„of Sugar is occaſioned by the Weſt-India Monopoly being con- 
1 tinued, without any regulation whatever t to curb its evil tendency. 


« Your Memorialiſts, in their bumble opinion, Part clearly pointed 
out the true cauſes and effefts of the grievances in that ſyſtem, both 


in reſpe& to the Imports and Exports of Sugar, and the 1 improper 
"07 FYRO. of the Drawbacks on it in a refined ſtate. 


« And, 


3 


2 had during the laſt ſeſſion, of pathameit; wheri it was propoſed 
| * to the Legiſlature to grant an additional Drawback of 58, 4d. per 
* Cyt. to encourage the Exportation of Reſinod Sugar, your Me- 
« morialiſts took the carlieſt opportunity to repreſent, that it would 
* be ſo much completely loſt to the Revenue, and be a further means 
of raiſing the price on the Home-Conſumers; and they demon- 
| *'fſtrated this fo 6 120 calculations' that the lbs fue was drops. | 


N 


1 Z l - 


a Your Memorialiſts have laid it | da as an invari ;able principle, 
confirmed by experience, that the price which the Exporters give 
« for Refined Sugar, governs and regulates the price of the whole 

* that is left for Home- Conſumption, however diſproportioned the 

« quantities may be; and that as this is the caſe, a proper reduQion 

« of the Drawback on Refined wn _—_ is SOA, veceſ- | 


* far of F * - PS. 1 2 x | Pi * TY 
: ? * oy F 897 * « 9] 22 4 6.7 * . - 4 i - | #.4% . 1 6 12 


4 Their bt ee CE? ſo Wits as this e open 
. to ſupply foreign markets with Sugar, and not open for, a ſupply 
«in return, when the article is wanted here, or riſes to an: unreaſon- 
* able price; che Weſt⸗ India monopoly: has greatly « the Load aof 
'« the 8 in every point of ven. 1 


They in ſolicited for proper regulations i in the Drawback, 
. {hat the Importation of Sugars from the Eaſt-Indies ſhould be per- 
« mitted on the ſame, Duties as thoſe from the, Weſt, and that the 
4 Imporiation of F oreign Sugars ſhould be allowed on moderate Du- 
« ties, ſomewhat aboye thoſe on Sugars from the Britiſh 8 
ot Tue ble not A ſitle Bien _ they OT your HY 
« ſhips, 10 find, that inſtead of the propofitions. they had ſuggeſted. for 
« the relief of the Public and themſelves from the baneful effects of 
« the monopoly, a plan was communicated which they ſaw on the 
3 very firſt view was pregnant with utter deſtruction to their manufac- 


« tory, and in no way calculated to relieve the Public. And as, 
2 * 


3 


a, aſter more mature deliberation; they are confirmed i in 94 opinion; 


cc 


cc 


they will take the liberty to ſtate, as briefly as they can, ſome of their 
reaſons, which with en deference "op ſubmit to your e | 


attention. 


« It 1 V propoſed by your l that when the price of Muſ- 
covado Sagar ſhall exceed 658. per Cwt. on the average, the Ex- 
portation of Sugar, either Raw or Refined, ſhall be exxontaITED. | 
This will only reſtrain the powers of the monopoly over the Public 
when the price is beyond all meaſure unreaſonably high; and 
when it is applied, the manufafturers become the facrifice for ex- 
actions on the Public, in which they cannot derive any emo 
ment, nor houſe ay have any hare of blame. 


„ Your Memorialiſts are convinced, that the Planters can afford 


Raw Sugars on an average of 45s. to 478. per Cwt. and have a 


very ample profit ; they are therefore of opinion, that when the 
prices exceed theſe rates, ſome remedy ſhould be applied to pre- 
vent any conſiderable excels. | | 


4 


« But if. when the prices exceed any given rate, a total prohibition 


cc 


of Exportation takes place, the Reſiner will always be liable to have 
his ſtock of Sugar under proceſs diminiſhed at one ftroke the full 


amount of the Duty that ſhould have been drawn back, and the Mer- 


chant or Planter be only liable to a very ſmall depreciation in the 
price of Raw Sugar. This may be illuſtrated by example, viz. A 
Sugar-Houſe of fix pans boils in one day 180 Cwt. of Raw Sugar, and 


« proceeds f egularly for eight days in ſucceſſion, called 'a Refining. 


or Complement, making 1440 Cwt. Theſe Refinings or Comple- 
ments multiplied by 4, give the total of his ſtock ; for three 


cc. Refinings are almoſt invariably in a ſtate of proceſs, and the fourth 


ye 


ſame effect. 


either in the ſtoves or on ſale ;'fo that the 1440 Cwt. 5 
A total a of Export or fuſpenſion of Drawback would have one and the a 


H | | | cc by a 


* ee 
©< hy 4 gives 3560 Cut. on which by the propo opoſed prohibitory plan, 
4 or: the ſuſpenſion of the Drawback on Refined Sugar, the pro- 
prietor of a ſix-pan IM _ would be: ſubjoct to a eee | 


On Refined; abodt. ..... -.-. 2880 Cut. at eee nag) 
On Baſtard Sugar 112 Owt.. A 155—— 864 
Molaſlezqnd Waite n Cwt. 1 
| 58 14608 
576 Cwt. he - = FR 


% Or, take it at 168. per Cut. the Duty: on * whale of che Sugar, 
„hen Raw, the loſs' will amount to £4320. 


« Your Lordſhips put the following queſtion t to your Memorialiſts : 

« Firſt, © Suppoſing the price of Muſcovado Sugar to be upon an 

ſe average of the different ſorts in the market, 65s. per Cwt. at what 

t price ought the ſeveral. articles of Lump, Loaves, Baſtard, and Mo- 
1 laſſes to ll, W for all charges and a proſit of 10 per Cent.? 


« The anſwer to this muſt always be governed by * q 
« and liable to change and be tranſpoſed, according to the value at 
« which the different articles ſell in the Market. Your Memorialiſts 
« could not therefore ſatisfy your Lordſhips in that reſpect, without 
„ making an hypothetical calculation, which they have now done to the 
e beſt of their judgment. 


1 reply to the ſecond queſtion put by your Lordſhips, viz. ts. 

« poling it to be the intention of Government to propoſe to the Le- 
« giſlature a certain price at which the Export of Sugar, or the 
* Drawback or Bounty upon it ſhould ceaſe ; is it in your opinion 
« more adviſable, that ſuch price ſhould be regulated by the average 
« price of Muſcovado Sugar, or by the price of * in W i 


* 90 opinion of your Memorialiſts, no feale on Refined Sagar 
« can be applied to * the evil of the preſent high prices, 
« and 
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« and relieve the Public and the ManufaQturer; nor on the raw 


„ material alone; but that if a ſcale muſt be the meaſure reſorted 
4 to, they would, with all due deference to your Lordſhips, ſubmit the 


4 following regulating and connected ſcale for the gradual govern- 
« ment of the Drawback, both on Raw and Refined Sugar, regulated 
« by. the advance and declenſion in the price of the crude article, 


„ 
r OR 5 
ee the Drang on Raw and REINE D 


Raw Sugar at 50s or under, to Draw b. 15s. and Refin. Sugar, in Loaves & Lumpe, 26s. od. 


Ditto... - - 50s. to 588. to Drawb. 198. Gd. . Ditto « - « 23%, 6d. 
Ditto. - -- 55 to 60s. . to Drawb. 128. Gd . Ditto. » << 215. 6d. 
Ditto. «+ = =» - 008. to 668. to Drawhs 212: 60.c » cov oinnrn co DN = coo mnmnnee 208. od. 
Ditto. 63s. to 70s... to Drawb. 108. Gd . Ditto. 188. 6d, 
Ditto. . 70. to 755. . to-Drarvb. 106. Od. . Ditto . . 175. 6d. 
Ditto. . . 755. to 808. to Drawb. gs. od Ditto 6. 04 
Ditto. . . 808. to 838. to Drawb. 88. od. . Ditto . 155,00. 


„JAMES BELL, 
c CHAIRMAN.” 


6 -PHOENIX FIRE-OFFICE, 
% APRIL 2, 1792. 
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: On Monday the 2d of April the Committee. attended their 
Lordſhips according to appointment, and preſented their 
Memorial, which the Preſident expreſſed himſelf averſe to 
reading; alleging that the Council had been long detained | 
on that buſineſs already *, and that they had not time to enter 
into the particulars ; but aſked, where were the anſwers 'to 
the queſtions put by the Board? The Chairman replied, 
they were in the body of the Memorial, and remonſtrated 
ſtrongly againſt ſuch ale? of their repreſentations, enforcing 
the neceſſity of attending immediately thereto, as the reſolu- 
tions were to be moved in the Houſe of Commons that day. 
- After ſome further converſation the Committee were requeſted - 
-to withdraw whilſt the Memorial was read, and in a ſhort 
time they were waited upon by Mr. FawxeneR, Secretary 
of the Council, who informed them their Lordſhips had 
agreed not to move the reſolutions till the Wedneſday follow- 
ing, and deſired to ſee the Committee the next day at eleven 
oclock. Mr. FAWKENER was alſo deſired by their Lordſhips 
to aſk the Committee whether Duty was included in that 
| ſtatement of their Memorial which mentioned that 8 52 could 


nne 


e 4.6% 


was anſwered in the affirmative. 


5 Qu the i Side. the- Committee 8 at the hour 
of their appointment, entered much at large into a defence 
of many points in their Memorial, and delivered in further 


The Planters and Merchants had long and frequent conferences with the 
Council, previous to the Refiners being introduced. 


proof 


＋ 0 7 


proof to their Lordſtups, viz. * They 0 te. 
ſtances 25 e of the len FTW t N _ relief 


the 


The average prices of Raw rer taken from aQual purchaſes for 42 follow- | 


ing years were, 
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" 24 . 
the Public Mia lacks ho hin; and ſhewed moſt pointedly 


the particular oppreſſion on the Manufacturer. The Pre- 


fident, however, over- ruled all reaſoning againſt a plan, which, 


he ſaid, was ſomewhat altered, and being now ſettled and 
agreed on with the Planters and Merchants, no further altera- 


tion could be made without their concurrence . 


The Committee were informed that a copy of thoſe altera- 
tions ſhould be ſent them, and if the ſcale they had delivered 
in could be reduced, ſo as to make it leſs objectionable as to 
the nber of Arat, they might call with or ſend it to 


In the year SED T 3 8 were made of we high price of "AY 
the average during the war being 55s. 2d. per Cwt. and when the queſtion for 
the admiſſion of Prize Sugars was brought before Parliament, the Planters and 
Merchants handed about a pamphlet, generally underſtood to be written by 


Mr. EsTwick, agent for Barbadoes, to juſtify the prices :—a pert, ſplenetic per- 


formance, which the Refiners have treated with a ſilent contempt; ' and have ſtored 


only as a future weapon againſt the cauſe it was meant to defend :—in that pam- 


phlet it is ſtated, that on an average of twenty years, the prices of Raw Sugar in 
ON e e Og pur Lt 


The medium C N 
_ Freight to Britain and charges, by the ſame account. 3: 
Duty 5659654565 „%%%%%%%%%%„%%„%„ „„ „„ 996Aumʒv ＋ 333 15 0 

44 11 


By the Planters own account, therefore, they are enabled to ſell Sugars at 45s. 


- #0 475. per Cwrt. in times of peace; but of this fact, the Preſident of the Council 


muſt be well informed, from the proceeds of his own Weſt-India eſtates. 


* It may very fairly be aſked, whether on a A for the extirpation of . 
certain diſeaſe, the Corporation of Surgeons would * ans a: perſons to conſult 
on the propriety of adopting it 


the 


Lt EL 


| the Board the next morning; and if they ede diſſatisfied 
with the plan their Lordſhips had in contemplation to recom- 


mend to the 12 8 re—relief — there be Sought. 


In the evening the Committee received the al tered propoſi- 
tions, and to their great gloniſbment found, that the high price 
of 65s. per Cwt. which they had ſo ſtrongly remonſtrated 
againſt in the former propoſitions, was, in thoſe juſt received, 
INCREASED to the ENORMOUS PRICE of 75s. per Cwt. before 
the plan could, in the firſt inſtance, operate for the Public 
relief ; that obnoxious part of it being thereby made worle, 


and no beer! in * reſpect amended 1 


Second Propoſitions received in the Evening of 
the gd of April, from the Loxps of the Councit. 


Firſt. % ResOLVED, That every 8 buying © or lt 
_ « Brown or Muſcovado Sugar, in the city of London, from and after 
« the 25th day of April 1792, ſhall give to the Clerk of the Grocers 
4 Company, on or before Thurſday in every week, an account of the 

« quantities of Brown or Muſcovado Sugar, bought or ſold. by him, 


Merch, 2 ee quantity in the preceding week; and 


4 


„ Committee were 500 aan n | 
cumſtance, till it was publicly confeſſed on the Exchange of London, that the in- 
creaſe of price was obtained for the proteQtion of ſome perſons who have entered 


into ſpeculations both here and in the Colonies, in conſequence of the high 
prices. Strange, indeed, if the laws of this country are to be framed for the en- 


conn eee | 


C 26 ON 

+ that the ſaid Clerk ſhall make up on or before the 1th 88 2 
. June next, from the prices of the ſix weeks preceding, the average 
« price of ſuch Sugar ; and in like manner on the 15th day of October 

« pext, from the prices of the fix weeks then preceding; ; and in like 
* manner in every ſucceeding year, on the 15th day of February, 
« the 15th day of June, and the 15th day of Oktober, from the 5 
10 weeks preceding ſuch days reſpektively. | | 
3 


Second. RzsoLveD, That the exportation from Die Beſide; of 


© Sugarof the Britiſh Plantations, to any country or place whatever, 


& except to Ireland, or any other ' Britiſh dominion, ſhall be prohi- 
hited for four months, from the 15th day of June next, if the ave- 
« rage price of Brown and Muſcovado Sugar, taken on the fix weeks 
« preceding, ſhall then exceed 60s. per Cwt. excluſive of the Dut 
« of Cuſtoms; and from the 1 5th day of October next, for p< 
- months, if ſuch average price, taken on the fix weeks preceding, 
«* ſhall then exceed 5 58. per Ct. exclufive of the Duty of Cuſtoms ; 
e and in like manner in every ſucceeding year, the exportation of 
« ſuch Sugar, ſhall be prohibited as aforeſaid, for four Months, from 
the 15th day of February, the 15th day of June, and the 15th day 
« of October reſpectively, whenever the average price, at any of the 
« faid periods, taken on the fix weeks preceding, ſhall TIN 
per Our. excluſive of the Duty of Cuſtoms.” 


T Third. - ResoLveD, That during the time the exportation from 
« Great-Britain of Sugar ſhall be ſo prohibited, it ſhall not be lawful 
« to grant any Licence for tranſporting Sugar direaly from any 
« Britiſh colony or plantation to any country in Europe, n to 
any foreign 2 or ſtate. 


N otwithſtanding 


PET 


- Notwithſtanding! the Committee apprehended owe what A 


' had paſſed, how unavailing any future endeavour might be 
with the Board to whom they had been referred; they were 
determined not to relax in duty to their conſtituents, who had 
placed their cauſe into their hands, and therefore ſent on the 


eee, ee the followin 8 Memorial, - 1 


4 tie Right Hon. the Lois of th the eotictrits of 
* Council, appointed for-all Matters relating to 
6 TRADE and FOREIGN PLANTATIONS. . 


« + The Memorial of 5 Oben of Suan Rexmmens of: 
London. 


c SHBWETH, 


« THAT your Memorialiſts are firmly perſuaded from 3 
'© lutions handed to them by direction of your Lordſhips, that the 
4 regulations meant to be propoſed to the Legiſlature, will by no 
« means relieve the Public or your Memorialiſts from the oppreſſive 
© conſequences of the high Dravbacks on Raw and Refined Sugar, 
5 WN with the PRESENT WEST-INDIA SYSTEM: A 
cc They cannot help * their regret, that however a | 
e arguments, however clear their ſtatements, or plain their pro- 
* poſitions, in pointing to the remedy of the evil; they ſhould have 
* had ſo little weight in ſtemming the torrent of that powerful intereſt 
they have to oppoſe; and that in your Lordſhips latter propoſitions, 
« further limits ſhould be intended to that very intereſt for continu- 
 * their exaftions on the Public, in addition to the power of their 
<« preſent excluſive n. | 


| «i You: 


3] 


© Your: Memorialifts conceive We juſtified in deckiring, 
that whilſt the Import of Raw Sugar is citcumſcribed. by the exiſting 
© laws, and that Import not more than equal to the natural conſump- 
tion of the country at fair and equitable prices to the Planter z 
« that the Public on their part have a right by the implied compat᷑t | 
to the experiment, at leaſt, of the Drawbacks on both Raw and Re- 
« fined Sugar, being wholly ſuſpended on the enſuing Importation ; 
.< nor are your Memorialiſts defirous that after the 5th day of July 
(a day named on the "increaſe of: Drawback in the aiſt of his 
«preſent Majeſty) that their ſuffering intereſts by the ſtocks under 
4. proceſs, ſhould be the ſmalleſt Wen * ſuch an alteration. N 
"© Your Nene ins conceiving from your Lordſhips — | 
« that the relief of the public was the firſt object in view, were not a | 
« little ſatpriſed in the conference they had the honour of yeſterday, 
to hear it confeſſed by your Lordſhips, there was not any objeCtion 
” to the Weſt-India Planter and Merchant obtaining the average 
price of 658. per Cwt. for the enſuing year's Import; but ſtill more 
* aſtoniſhed in perceiving by the propoſitions ſent afterwards by your 
« Lordſſiips to your Memorialiſts, that the firſt plan for the reduction 
« of the article to the public, ſhould be intended to begin at the enor- 
mods average price of 758. per Cwt. for Raw Sugar, when the moſt 
. unequivocal and  unco'itraditted proofs had been given to your 
« Lordſhips, that the Planters could well afford it on an average of 4386. 
« to 478. per Cut. Duty included. Tour Memorialiſts diſclaim the 
« jdex of any ſuch regulations being of the ſmalleſt benefit to them 
« as Manufacturers, and that the meaſure if adopted will go ſolely to 
« ſanQtion and guarantee the Planter and Merchant, at leaſt, another 
2 "Oy in nad pI an. . | 


- Your Memorialifts having been eyes by your Lordſhips to 
« reduce the ſcale of prices they had the honour to lay before you, 
for the gradual and effeftive operation on the Drawbacks, whereby 
« the Public would be placed more ſecure. from their baneful effects, 

« they 


— 


1 


5 they have in compliance with ſuch requeſt, wn ſubjoined one; 
« again repeating to your Lordſhips, they have no objeQion to a fur- 


« ther reduttion of the Drawbacks on the fame principle, rather than 
he ſubje tt to 4 ruinous reduction at one ſtroke ; being decidedly” | 
« of opinion, that the plan of your Lordſhips, puts it completely in 


ce the power of the Weſt-India Planters and Merchants to open or 
« ſhut the ports as their intereſt may direct, and will be produQtive of 


the moſt injurious conſequences to the Public and your Memori- 


« aliſts, They therefore ſhall think themſelves juſtified in oppoſing 


« fo violent and arbitrary a meaſure, ſhould ſuch an one be brought 
4 forward; but as a body of men, whoſe properties are equally en- 
« titled to your regard and attention, with any other, however opulent, 


« they are convinced your Lordſhips will ſee the neceſſity of allowing 
« ſo complicated a manufaQtory a reaſonable time for an arrangement 


« after the ports are ſhut on the Raw commodity, declaring they will 
not obje& to their manufatured goods being confined to the Home- 
0 Conſumption an equal time, but at different periods from the Raw; „ 


« opening again upon that Drawback at which the ports were ſhut, 


« agreeable to the ſcale hereto ſubmitted, and there Seaman A un the 


« ſucceeding PR ſhall alter the ſame. 


i Some of your Lordſhips having e your Memorialiſts by an 
« acknowledgment that they had communicated much and uſeful 


information on this ſubje& ; they will now await its application, 


« perſuaded that as the juſt and anxious expettations of the public on 


« this queſtion will not be ſlightly paſſed over, ”_ Memorialiſts 


« cannot fail to receive _—_ 17 of relief. 
(Signed) | ; 
«JAMES BEL I., 


„ PHOENIX FIRE-OFFICE, . Chairman of the Committee.” 
« April 4, 1792. | i 
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The reduced Scale requeſted by 2 Lordſhips. 


Raw 1 1 to Drawback 15s. od. Rein, Sugar in Loaves & Lamps, s. | 
Ditto... . - 50s. to 555. - .to Drawback 12s. God. Ditto 226. 


Ditto. . - 558. to 60s.. .. to Drawback 106. d. 6 ee 
Ditto... <- 98 608. to 638. 8 .toDrawback 88. V 


Many Members of the Trade expreſſing cheir great diſſatiſ- 
fattion at the Reſolutions brought into the Houſe of Commons, 
and pointedly exclaiming againſt the violence of the meaſure, 


| particularly affecting the intereſts of a manufattory that wanted 


no accumulation of hardſhips to haſten its decay; who having 
in no wiſe contributed to the public oppreſſion in the article 
of their trade, were waiting with the Public in expectation of 
relief: the Committee thought it expedient to call a General 
Meeting of the Trade, and as expreſſive of the ſentiments of 
that meeting, the Reſolutions are ſubjoined, Viz. 


* 


„ LONDON TAVERN, Ar 16, 1792. 


4 AT a numerous GENERAL MEETING of the SUGAR | 
% REFINERS of LONDON, held this Day. 


« JAMES BELL, Eſq. in the Chair. 


* THE CHAIRMAN. reported the ſubſtance of ſeveral con- 
« ferences the COMMITTEE had had with his Majeſty's Miniſters, 
« and read two Memorials preſented to the Lords of the Committee of 
« Council, repreſenting that the Propoſitions adopted by their Lord- 


3 * ſhips, and now laid before the Houſe of Commons, would be pro- 
; | « duttive 


* 


IS No 


* Auges bf che moſt ruinous conſequences to-the'ManufaQurer, _ 
jn no reſpett applicable to relieve * Cc * the EXOR- 
25 An e Wan SUGAR: | 2108 ; eng He i: 


4 vlich che following RESOLUTIONS » were fed 4 UNA- 


« NIMOUSLY :' 


© RE80LVED, That the reduQion of the Prices of Sugars to their 
fair and proper level, is an object equally the intereſt of the Manu- 
< faddurer as well as the Conſumer; and that the Reſolutions now be- 
* fore the Houſe of Commons, if paſſed into a law, ſo far from 
_ « effetting this deſirable purpoſe, will tend only to countenance and 


* ſuppott the Weſt- India Planters and * in their : 


* T TONS on pak . 


” 550 LVED, That the extraordinary Sol on the Exporution | 
* of Refined Sugar raiſes the price on the Home-Conſumer, is an 


* injury to the 'ManufaQturer (whilſt the import is confined by the 


* monopoly) and drains the Revenue of many thouſands annually— 


to the ſole emolument of the Weſt-India Planters and Merchants ; 
« a poſition ſo clearly proved by the COMITTEE OF THIS 


_— TRADE to his Majeſty's Miniſters, that the propoſition for gs. 4d. 


* per Cyt. increaſe of Bounty on Exportation, N 4 laſt 
« ſeffion of Parliament, WAS REJECTED. 1 


* Rivouven, That the Reſolutions for „ ek | 
« lowing a high Bounty on the Exportation of Refined Sugar for one 


« period, EVIDENTLY CALCULATED TO RAISE THE 
« PRICES—and when ſo raiſed, to ſhut the Ports ſuddenly for another 
period, to depreſs them—will place the Manufacturer in particular, 

« and every perſon holding a ſtock of Sugars for the yl: . of 
1 n in the moſt perilous fituation. . 14 


L. FFF 


— 


; $ 


"v1 


* s Thi us the: Refinery of Sugar is complicated and 


intricate, as well as tedious in its proceſs, and the neceſſary ſtock at 
_« a} times large and burthenſome, it would be the” HEIGHFH OF | 
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* INJUSTICE not to allow the Manufacturers a ſufficient time to 


© vend the refined” produce of thoſe :purchaſes, made UNDER the 


average prices limited WM. the Reſolutions for the- Ports being 


* thut. a ä bits 3 


_ . That s as the 3 of Council were 4 of re- 
* gulating the Drawback and Bounty on Sugar by a ſcale, it is the 
s opinion of this meeting that the plan delivered by the COMMITTEE | 
A for the gradual reduction of Drawback and Bounty as the price of 

. the article advances, would have an immediate tendency to relieve 


the Public, check the exceſs of Exportation, and be the moſt equi- 


* table to all Parties i bh whilft the Inca? en YR | 
7 an ee 74 as | 


e eee As an \ indiſputable fat ated. to the Lord of 
* Council, that as Raw or Muſcovado Sugar can 'be: afforded at an 
« average of 45s. to 47s; per Cwt. DUTY INCLUDED. It appears 
* VERY EXTRAORDINARY to this meeting, and muſt alſo to 
the Public, that 758. per Ct. ſhould be the firſt price fixed upon 
© in the Reſolutions, before any Relief is PRETENDED to be given 
« the HOME CONSUMER, WHOSE INTERESTS THEREIN 
« APPEAR TO BE WHOLLY LOST SIGHT OF; and that 
« the lowering the Duty on Sugar from the Brittſh territories in the 
« Eaſt-Indies (a country teeming with ſuch abundance of the qu.) 
* _ 37 75 1 2 % * | 


8 3 Fhar if thi fair and juſt 8 which „ 
« been made by the Committee to his Majeſty's Miniſters,” of the 
« grievances that would ariſe from the Reſolutions now under conſi- 


« deration, ſhould not meet the attention they claim in forming the 


- © *© Bill about to be brought into Parliament, —that a * the 


ſame, 


[48] f | 
a e chis day, be preſented to * Houſe of Cabin -þ 
3 if neceſſary, to be heard by Council at the bar of their 
© Honourable Houle. 1 5 7 


* 1 That the thanks of this meeting be given to he 
„% COMMITTEE for their vigilant attention to the general intereſt 
of the Trade, and to the CHAIRMAN for his ive nd. exem- 


7 __ 


hs 6 That the b e Reſolucions be prin in 2 
« public * and ſigned by the Chairman. | 


2 * JAMES BELL, cue. 


— .. — i} 
; 2 a s : 
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The Committee ſince the General Meeting, have been en- 
deavouring to further the views of their conſtituents, and are 
ſtill in active purſuit of their object; but they thought it eũ« 
pedient thus far to ſtate their proceedings, that the Punic. 

alſo might form a true opinion of this great queſtion, in which 
they are moſt groſsly impoſed upon. Every odium has been 
induſtriouſly thrown upon the Refiner, in order to dit -F·ãmn:ęe 3 
right direction; but the Committee truſt, the ſtatement of 
fats they have now related, with the remarks ſubjoined Will 
ſerve to open the eyes of many, and exonerate the anu- 


 faQturers from being deemed by the Public the- au of * 7 
their complaints. : 4:4 . 7 ; 


They have had truth for the baſis of their copies — 


' their ſtatements have been fair and candid; and as in their 
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. defires lor reef they have been mindful of others intereſla as 
Well as their own; they doubt not but they ſhall lind "Wat, 
juſtice from the Repreſentatives of the Pe 
Kerr ot 0 3 have by the tenor of their propoſitions 
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1 51 Planters and Merchants are as — 4 in 
-reſted'in its continuance, and will, without doubt, exert their 
powerful influence in combating every means of redreſs, but 
With no better argument in their ſupport, than the. poſſeſſion 
of unfair advantages, too great to be voluntarily relinquiſhed, 
and to which they are not entitled on any other ground than 
AN IMPLIED. .COMPACT,- now diſſolved in equity, by the 
Intereſt of the one party ſo greatly over-balancing that of the 
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